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nently practical, either of them going thoroughly into the subject, hut 
carrying along with the techncal details, practical instruction for the 
nurse s benefit. A careful comparison of the English and American writer, 
gives, some way, the idea that the Englishman writes with a view to his 
own recreation, the American in order to teach nurses, so that he may 
find them efficient and ready to help him when he has need of their 
services. 

It is comloiiing to reflect, that we are not victims to the necessity 
for relaxation, which a bachelor of science, with all the letters of the 
alphabet tailing after his name, feels can only lie obviated by writing a 
book for us. 


Practical Pkxt-Rook of Midwifery for Nurses. By Robert Jardine, 
M.D., Edinburgh; M.R.C.S., England; F.F.P. and S.. Glasgow; 
F.R.S.. Edinburgh; Professor of Midwifery in St. Mungo's College, 
Glasgow; Senior Physician to the Glasgow Maternity Hospital, Glas¬ 
gow; Examiner in Midwifery to the Scottish Conjoint Board; 
Formerly Examiner in Midwifery to the University of Glasgow; 
Late President ol the Glasgow Obstetrical and Gynaecological 
Society; Author of Clinical Obstetrics, etc. London: Henry Kimp- 
ton Publishers. Chicago; W. T. Keener. 

This branch of nursing seems to furnish a subject particularly tempt¬ 
ing to pons of the men of our mother country, and while it is a subject 
which never fails to command attention and to claim interest, one 
wonders that there is room for so many text-books on the same subject, 
of equal caliber and as far as one may judge of equal value. The 
present volume, a third edition, is so much like others of its kind which 
have been reviewed in these pages as to lead to the mistaken impression 
that it lias already been noticed. There is in ibis book, however, a certain 
characteristic personality which is quite its own. The author, in spite 
of his many degrees of scholarship, gossips like a veritable old wife at 
times and because ho is Scotch, and he writes to the Scotch, he mentions 
some weird old superstitions that would never have survived in any other 
country than Scotland. 

We are amazed also to read of the dearth of medical attention suf¬ 
fered by the people in the outlying islands of Scotland as shown in the 
following: “In the Island of St. Kilda, which lies off the west coast of 
Scotland, for many years nearly all the children born on the island died 
from tetanus, within a few days of birth. In 1896 the late Dr. G. A. 
1 urner, of Glasgow, gave full instructions to the missionary on the 



740 


The American Journal of Nursing 


island how to apply an antiseptic dressing to the cord, and since then no 
children have suffered.’’ 

Svi.i.aius ok Lectiues os III.MAX Em in: voi.oov. An introduction to 
the Study of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, for Medical Students and 
Practitioners. With a Glossary of Emhryologieal Terms. By Wal¬ 
ter Porter Manton. M.D. Professor of Clinical Gynaecology and 
Professor Adjunct of Obstetrics in the Detroit College of Medicine; 
Fellow of the Zoological Society of London, of the Michigan Acad¬ 
emy of Sciences, etc. 'Third Edition. Philadelphia: F. A. Davis 
Company, Publishers. 

'The title of this hook is a very comprehensive review of its contents. 
The lirst eight chapters are devoted to the subject proper, the ninth and 
last being devoted to the details of laboratory work in connection with the 
study of embryology. 'The whole book is interleaved with blank pages 
for a student’s notes. It hears upon it the marks of a student’s (medical 
student's) book, but it is safe to predict that until nurses have one of 
their own this one will have many readers. The question of how much 
or how little we shall teach children about reproduction is one to be set 
aside until we know more of the subject ourselves, and lor this knowledge 
we need literature of a kind that the present book indicates rather 
inadequately. 


“ Nature is often moderately well satisfied with very imperfect 
obedience, and if it were not so, I do not know how the poor could 
live, nor how the district nurse would find courage to continue her 
struggles on their behalf. A child may he most unsuitably and 
improperly fed, hut if it has abundant fresh air, sufficient clothing, and 
a cheerful environment it may nevertheless flourish; or it may he well 
fed and left entirely unwashed, but with plenty of exercise and occasional 
change of underlinen, it may yet grow and thrive. For this reason let 
the district nurse take courage if she can improve even one condition of 
her patients’ lives, if she can introduce flannel shirts here, open wdndows 
there, nourishing food somewhere else, and cleanliness in vet another 
quarter .”—The Nursing Times. 



